RFP-ACE-II- REQ-KAB-18-0015

[image: image1.emf]
 Table of Contents

41.
Introduction and Purpose


41.1
Purpose


51.2
Issuing Office


51.3
Type of Award Anticipated


62.
General Instructions to Offerors


62.1
General Instructions


62.2
Proposal Cover Letter


62.3
Questions regarding the RFP


73.
Instructions for the Preparation of Technical Proposals


83.1
Technical Evaluation Criteria


84.
Instructions for the Preparation of Cost/Price Proposals


84.1
Cost/Price Proposals


95.
Basis of Award


95.1
Best Value Determination


95.2
Responsibility Determination


116.
Anticipated Post-Award Deliverables


147.
Inspection & Acceptance


148.
Compliance with Terms and Conditions


148.1
General Terms and Conditions


148.2
Source and Nationality


148.1
Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS)


159.
Procurement Ethics


16Attachment A: Scope of Work for Services


26Attachment B: Proposal Cover Letter


27Attachment C: Past Performance Form


28Attachment D: Representations and Certifications of Compliance


33Attachment E: Proposal Checklist




Synopsis of RFP
	RFP No.
	RFP-ACE-II-REQ-KAB-18-0015

	Issue Date
	5 March 2018

	Title
	Field Data Collection for the ACE-II Assessment Impact. 

Field Data Collection will be divided between 2 vendors based on regional areas:

· Regional Area 1: North and West 
· Regional Area 2: Central, South, and East


	Issuing Office 
	ACE-II Procurement, Kabul

	Deadline for Receipt of Questions
	Question must be submitted prior to COB on 8 March 2018.
All communications regarding this solicitation are to be made solely through the Issuing Office and must be submitted via email to ACEII_Procurement@dai.com (aceii_procurement).

	Deadline for Receipt of Proposals
	Proposal due date 12 March 2018 before 4:00 pm.

Submit one (1) Soft, electronic copy of your technical and cost quotation via email to ACEII_Procurement@dai.com 
Any quotations received after the above due date may be disqualified. 



	Instructions for Technical & Cost Proposals
	Technical proposals shall be submitted in a separate electronic file from cost/price proposals, and shall be clearly labeled as “VOLUME I: TECHNICAL PROPOSAL.” Cost/Price proposals shall be shall be submitted in a separate electronic file from technical proposals, and shall be clearly labeled as “VOLUME II: COST/PRICE PROPOSAL”.
The technical and cost proposals may be submitted in the same email.

	Cover Letter
	Each proposal submitted must be accompanied by a cover letter in the format of Attachment B. 

	Point of Contact 
	ACEII_Procurement@dai.com

	Anticipated Award Type
	Firm Fixed Price Purchase Order

	Basis for Award
	An award will be made based on the best value method. The award will be issued to the responsible and reasonable offeror, who provides the best value to DAI and its client using a combination of technical and cost/price factors. 


1. Introduction and Purpose

1.1 Purpose

DAI, the implementer of the USAID-funded Agricultural Credit Enhancement - II (ACE-II) project, invites qualified vendors to submit proposals for the provision of field data collection services to support the implementation of ACE-II’s Impact Assessment. 

The field data collection will be divided into two (2) regional areas:
Regional Area 1: North and West Afghanistan

Regional Area 2: Central, South, and East Afghanistan

Offerors are invited to submit proposals for one or both of the regional areas, proposals to be submitted separately for each. Proposals should clearly identify for which regional area the vendor is bidding upon. 
ACE-II Description 
The objective of the Agriculture Credit Enhancement II (ACE-II) Project is to expand access to credit for the agriculture sector in Afghanistan. ACE-II will facilitate the transition of the Agricultural Development Fund (ADF) lending unit, supported by the US Agency for International Development (USAID), into a standalone, sustainable agricultural development finance institution. It will also encourage the entry of other financial intermediaries into agricultural financial services provision in Afghanistan. ACE-II has the key responsibilities of providing technical advice and support to the ADF)in three fundamental areas: 

1. Integrating a larger number of financial institutions as intermediaries of ADF funds, 

2. Strengthening the governance structure of the ADF, while also assisting the institution in raising additional capital, and 

3. Enhancing the ADF’s ability to design and implement thorough impact research, interpret data, and share and document lessons learned.
Survey Purpose 

The ACE-II project seeks to conduct an Impact Assessment. To do this, the project needs to sub-contract the quantitative field survey of farmer beneficiaries (approximately 260 farmers) and the qualitative data collection through a limited number of key informant interviews, focus group discussions, and case studies (44 of such activities in all) to a third-party subcontractor.

The work will be divided into two regional areas for the field work to be conducted in Balkh, Herat and other Northern Provinces (Region: West and North), and in Bamyan, Kandahar, Nangahar, and Kabul (Region: Central, South, and East). Qualified vendors should bid on the regional areas area separately. Vendors must explicitly state which regional area they are bidding on. DAI/ACE-II will only award vendors one region, so please make bids as competitive as possible. 

This Impact Assessment is designed to answer questions outlined in the ACE-II contract document on the impact of the project on project beneficiaries. Beneficiaries include agribusinesses that have been direct beneficiaries of ADF loans, farmers who have received loans from financial intermediaries that received loans from ADF, and financial institutions that have received grants from ACE-II for developing or ramping up lending products. Beneficiaries include women who have received loans from the financial intermediaries or who have gained employment on farms or in agribusinesses as a result of increased agricultural lending to farmers and agribusinesses.

Most of the beneficiaries of the ADF are indirect beneficiaries (for example, farmers or rural business clients of the direct ADF beneficiaries of loans). The existing ADF data for these indirect beneficiaries is quite limited because they borrow money from the ADF direct clients which are the micro-finance organisations, cooperatives, and agribusinesses.
This Impact Assessment will measure the impacts for beneficiaries in both quantitative and qualitative ways. The impact assessment will draw lesson learned from project implementation and describe stories that illustrate the projects successes and challenges. 
Although the project does collect data to measure its project indicators for reporting to USAID, these indicators by themselves are insufficient for measuring project impact, particularly for indirect beneficiaries (mainly farmers), and in themselves are not able to elicit lessons learned and success stories. Hence the need for this additional field data collection.
The questions to be answered by the Impact Assessment include:

	 
	Impact Area
	Description

	 
	Beneficiaries
	

	1
	Agriculture economic growth
	How much economic growth has the project created?

	2
	HH and enterprise incomes
	How have household and enterprise incomes (and costs) changed?

	 
	ADF Clients
	

	3
	How much increase in financing to agribusiness?
	How much additional financing has been provided to agribusinesses and farmers and what have been the default rates and losses on loans?

	4
	How successful in attracting other FIs into ag lending?
	How has the ADF managed to increase agricultural lending, including from new institutions. How have perceptions about agricultural lending changed?

	5
	How have those that received financing benefited?
	How have those who have received loans through the project benefited financially and economically, and how have they been able to grow their business and link to new markets? 

	6
	What modalities have been most successful for Financial Intermediaries?
	For direct ADF clients, what modes of lending have been most successful, what type of businesses have been better clients in terms of loan repayments, for beneficiaries of grants what have been the most successful approaches.

	7
	What modes have had greatest benefit to cost?
	For lending approaches, which have had the greatest benefit to costs?

	 
	Gender
	

	8
	Access to resources for women
	How has credit affected the lives of women with respect to access to resources, incomes, respect for women and social participation in households and communities?

	9
	Gender based violence
	

	10
	Women's rights realisation (HHs, Communities, Societies)
	

	11
	Project approaches
	What project approaches have been the most successful or had the greatest challenges?


All field work must be completed within 45 days of the initiation of the activity. Provinces to be covered are Bamyan, Balk, Herat, Kandahar, Kabul, and Nangahar.
ACE-II has created the field questionnaires. The quantitative survey instrument to be used for the farmer beneficiaries needs to be field tested and will translate it into Dari and Pashto.

1.2 Issuing Office

The Issuing Office is the Kabul ACE-II office noted in the synopsis, and the email ACEII_Procurement@dai.com is the sole point of contact at DAI for purposes of this RFP. Any prospective Offeror who fails to register their interest in submitting a proposal with this office assumes complete responsibility in the event that they do not receive direct communications (amendments, answers to questions, etc.) prior to the closing date.

1.3 Type of Award Anticipated

DAI anticipates awarding a Firm Fixed Price Purchase Order. This subcontract type is subject to change during the course of negotiations.

A Firm Fixed Price Purchase Order is: an award for a total firm fixed price, for the provision of specific services, goods, or deliverables and is not adjusted if the actual costs are higher or lower than the fixed price amount. Offerors are expected to include all costs, direct and indirect, into their total proposed price.
2. General Instructions to Offerors
2.1 General Instructions

“Offeror”, “Subcontractor”, and/or “Bidder” mean a firm proposing the work under this RFP. “Offer” and/or “Proposal” means the package of documents the firm submits to propose the work.
Offerors wishing to respond to this RFP must submit proposals, in English, in accordance with the following instructions. Offerors are required to review all instructions and specifications contained in this RFP. Failure to do so will be at the Offeror’s risk. If the solicitation is amended, then all terms and conditions not modified in the amendment shall remain unchanged. 
Issuance of this RFP in no way obligates DAI to award a subcontract or purchase order. Offerors will not be reimbursed for any costs associated with the preparation or submission of their proposal. DAI shall in no case be responsible or liable for these costs.
· Proposals are due no later than 4:00 pm Kabul local time on 12 March 2018. Offerors may submit proposals for one of/or both Regional Areas. Each Regional Area should be submitted as a separate submission. Submit one (1) Soft, electronic copy of your quotation for the Part(s) on which the offeror chooses to submit proposals via email to ACEII_Procurement@dai.com 

· Samples of previous relevant work (i.e., Afghanistan agricultural surveys, data collection, and data analysis) may be submitted as an annex to the proposal. This should be included in the same email with the proposal. 

· Late offers will be rejected except under extraordinary circumstances at ACE-II/DAI’s discretion.

The submission to DAI of a proposal in response to this RFP will constitute an offer and indicates the Offeror’s agreement to the terms and conditions in this RFP and any attachments hereto. DAI reserves the right not to evaluate a non-responsive or incomplete proposal.
2.2  Proposal Cover Letter 

A cover letter shall be included with the proposal on the Offeror’s company letterhead with a duly authorized signature and company stamp/seal using Attachment B as a template for the format. The cover letter shall include the following items:

· The Offeror will certify a validity period of ninety (90) calendar days for the prices provided.

· Acknowledge the solicitation amendments received. 

· Acceptance of ACE-II standard payment terms upon submission and acceptance of an invoice.
· Offeror’s DUNS number

2.3 Questions Regarding the RFP

Each Offeror is responsible for reading and complying with the terms and conditions of this RFP. Requests for clarification or additional information must be submitted in writing via email or in writing to ACEII_Procurement@dai.com. No questions will be answered by phone. Any verbal information received from an ACE-II employee or other entity shall not be considered as an official response to any question regarding this RFP.
Copies of questions and responses will be distributed in writing to all prospective bidders who are on record as having registered their interest in submitting a proposal in response to this RFP.
All questions and clarifications must be submitted by 8 March 2018 by 12:00pm Kabul local time. Any questions or requests for clarifications submitted after this date and time may not be able to be considered and responded to by ACE-II/DAI. 
3. Instructions for the Preparation of Technical Proposals

Technical proposals shall be submitted in a separate electronic file from cost/price proposals, and shall be clearly labeled as “VOLUME I: TECHNICAL PROPOSAL.” The technical and cost proposals may be submitted in the same email.
The Technical proposal shall be comprised of the following sections:
Section 1: 
Technical Approach, Methodology & Work Plan 
a) The proposal must describe how the Offeror plans to complete the design and implementation of the survey work. Offeror’s should describe an approach that demonstrates the achievement of timely and acceptable performance of the work. 
b) Work Plan - The proposal must include a work plan/time line that clearly defines how the Offeror plans to implement the survey work within the required timeline. The specific positions/personnel and estimated level of effort (LOE) shall be included as part of the Work Plan. If the offeror deems the 45 day timeline to be too short/long or would like to propose a different timeline this should be noted accordingly.
Section 2: 
Personnel Qualifications & Staffing Plan
Offerors shall propose staff necessary for implementation of the survey work, along with a brief scope of work for each key position. CVs for the personnel proposed for at least 1 key position (as defined by the offeror) shall be included in an appendix to the technical proposal. Key staff should possess relevant degrees and at least bachelor’s degree in the field of social sciences, political science, economics, finance, agriculture, or other relevant fields. The Offeror’s proposed Project Manager should possess at least 3 years’ experience similar survey work.
Section 3: 
Corporate Capabilities & Past Performance

a) Offerors must provide a list of previous field survey work of similar scope implemented in Afghanistan over the last 5-7 years. Offerors with experience managing surveys with directly relevant scope and analysis will be assigned higher past performance scores. 

This information shall be supplied as a table, and shall include the legal name and address of the organization for which services were performed, a description of work performed, the duration of the work and the value of the contract, and a current contact phone number and email of a contact person at the organization who is familiar with the Offeror’s performance. See Attachment F.

b) Copies of Previous Contracts – Provide copies of the cover page of three (3) previous awards for survey of similar scope as verification of relevant experience. Redacted versions of the cover page will be accepted.
c) In addition, Offerors must provide at least three (3) past performance references letters for design and implementation of similar survey work which verify successful completion of similar work.

d) Finally, a description of the Offeror’s corporate capabilities must be included in the proposal, which outlines management capacity and experience to design and implement the survey services required.
Under no circumstances may cost information or prices for deliverables be included in the Technical Proposal (Volume I). Cost/price information may be shown only in Volume II: Cost/Price proposal.

3.1 Technical Evaluation Criteria
Each proposal will be evaluated and scored against the evaluation criteria and evaluation sub-criteria, which are stated in the table below. Cost/Price proposals are not assigned points, but for overall evaluation purposes of this RFP, technical evaluation factors other than cost/price, when combined, are considered approximately equal to cost/price factors. 
	Evaluation Criteria
	Maximum Points

	Technical Approach, Methodology & Work Plan
	50 points

	Personnel Qualifications & Staffing Plan
	

20 points

	Corporate Capabilities & Past Performance
	30 points

	Total Points
	100 points


4. Instructions for the Preparation of Cost/Price Proposals

4.1 Cost/Price Proposals
Cost/Price proposals shall be submitted in a separate electronic file from technical proposals, and shall be clearly labeled as “VOLUME II: COST/PRICE PROPOSAL”. The technical and cost proposals may be submitted in the same email. All bids should be in local currency (AFN). 

The purchase order will be awarded on a fixed price basis, with payments based on completion and DAI/USAID acceptance of deliverables. 
a) Detailed Budget Although the purchase order will be fixed price, for the purposes of determining cost reasonableness and realism, Offerors must provide a detailed budget showing major line items, e.g. salaries, local travel costs and per diem, other direct costs, indirect rates and fees. Individual line items such as salaries or rates for proposed staff, types of allowances, etc. Offerors must show unit prices, quantities and total price. 
b) Budget Narrative The budget shall be accompanied by a narrative that explains the basis for every cost element or line item, and how the amount is reasonable. Supporting information shall be provided in sufficient detail to allow for a cost reasonableness review for each element/item. 

Indirect rates, e.g. overhead, fringe, G&A must be explained and the rates’ basis of application included in the budget narrative.

It is important to note that Value Added Tax (VAT) shall be included on a separate line; these services are eligible for VAT exemption under the DAI prime contract. The Subcontractor is responsible for all other applicable taxes and fees, as prescribed under the applicable laws for income, compensation, permits, licenses, and other taxes and fees due as required.
5. Basis of Award 
5.1 Best Value Determination
DAI will review all proposals, and make an award based on the technical evaluation criteria stated above, as well as a cost reasonableness/realism assessment, and select the Offeror whose proposal provides the best value to DAI. Best value will be determined using the “trade off” process.

Evaluation points will not be awarded for cost. Cost will primarily be evaluated for realism and reasonableness. DAI may award to a higher priced Offeror if a determination is made that the higher technical evaluation of that Offeror merits the additional cost/price.  

DAI may award to an Offeror without discussions. Therefore, the initial offer must contain the Offeror’s best price and technical terms. 
5.2 Responsibility Determination

DAI will not enter into any type of agreement with an Offeror prior to ensuring the Offeror’s responsibility. DAI may exclude an offer from consideration if it determines that an Offeror is "not responsible", i.e., that it does not have the management and financial capabilities required to perform the work required. 
When assessing an Offeror’s responsibility, the following factors are taken into consideration:
· Does the Offeror possess adequate financial resources to finance and perform the work or the ability to obtain financial resources without receiving advance funds from DAI?

· Does the firm have the ability to comply with required or proposed delivery or performance schedules?

· Does the Offeror have a satisfactory past performance record?

· Does the Offeror have a satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics?

· Does the vendor possess the necessary organization, experience, accounting and operational controls and technical skills?

· Does the Offeror possess a current business license to operate in Afghanistan -AISA license? 

· Since the award will likely exceed $25,000 USD, does the Offeror possess a DUNS number, and if not, is the vendor willing to obtain one prior to award?

· The source, origin and nationality of the products or services are not from or transmit through a Prohibited Country such as Iran.
· The company or any of its key individual’s does not appear on any of the debarred or excluded parties lists in the following databases: SAM, OFAC, and UN.

· The Offeror receives a positive determination from the USAID Vetting Support Unit.
To assist DAI-ACE-II in making a responsibility determination, the following documents must be included in the proposal:

1. A copy of your firm’s current AISA license. 

2. Your organization’s DUNs number. If you do not yet have a number, request Attachment D from DAI which includes instructions on how to obtain a DUNS number.
6. Anticipated Post-Award Specific Tasks and Deliverables: Relevant for both regional areas. 
Specific Tasks:

The following are the specific tasks to be completed by the offeror for each of the two regional areas.

· Review questionnaire to be used in the Quantitative survey (prepared by ACE-II), conduct field test of the questionnaire, provide results of field test to ACE-II and work with them to incorporate feedback (translation / technical issues) into the questionnaire
· Quantitative Survey of 130 farmer beneficiaries (across 3 agricultural enterprises, 1 MFI) – paper-based forms will likely be used for simplicity. (Refer annex)
· Qualitative Survey of beneficiaries (Refer annex)
· Key Informant Interviews (15)

· Focus Group Discussions with women (2)

· Case Studies of Agribusinesses / Financial Intermediaries
 (5)

· Train and mentor the staff to be used for the survey (supported by ACE-II National Coordinator). The staff will be recruited by the contractor or may be their existing staff.

· Encode the quantitative data
 and perform data quality assessment checking

· Write up notes from the KII, FGD, and Case Studies (to agreed format)

· Provide synthesis of qualitative data for provided impact assessment questions (in the form of a simple table matrix)

· Regular reporting (weekly) of progress to ACE-II through the ACE-II Activity Manager (Focal Point) will be required. Any significant delays or issues must be reported immediately on an ad hoc basis. 

ACE-II will supply the survey instruments to be used, although the vendor will review the survey instruments to be used to suggest any improvements. Any changes to the survey instruments must be agreed to and approved by ACE-II because both sub-contractors are required to use the same tools.

Anticipated Deliverables:

1. Brief weekly progress reports, beginning after signing of contract

2. Recruitment and training of enumerators

3. Field Implementation Plan (before the start of the field work)

4. Field testing of questionnaire

5. Submission of a final report: 

This report will include a description of the field activities carried out by the contractor, listing the location, number and type of beneficiaries that have been surveyed for the quantitative and qualitative data collection. Any challenges or limitations face will be described with any implication these may have for the quality of the data or for their relevance to answering the evaluation questions.

The final report will contain the following annexes:

· Clean dataset for the quantitative data as an electronic computer file in the format to be decided (otherwise in Microsoft Excel format)

· Detailed typed notes for every interview conducted with key informants, focus groups, and case studies

· A synthesis table listing key qualitative findings for the relevant evaluation questions in the format agreed with ACE-II

· Any other observation that may be pertinent and relevant to the study topic and impact assessment questions

7. Inspection & Acceptance

The designated DAI Project Manager will inspect the services and products being provided to determine whether it is being provided in a satisfactory manner, and that all products are of acceptable quality and standards. The subcontractor shall be responsible for any countermeasures or corrective action, within the scope of this RFP, which may be required by the DAI Project Manager/Chief of Party as a result of such inspection. 

8. Compliance with Terms and Conditions

8.1 General Terms and Conditions

Offerors agree to comply with the general terms and conditions for an award resulting from this RFP. The selected Offeror shall comply with all Representations and Certifications of Compliance listed in Attachment D. 

8.2 Source and Nationality

Under the authorized geographic code for its contract DAI may only procure goods and services from the following countries. 

Geographic Code 937: Goods and services from the United States, the cooperating country, and "Developing Countries" other than "Advanced Developing Countries: excluding prohibited countries. A list of the "Developing Countries" as well as "Advanced Developing Countries" can be found at: http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/310maa.pdf and http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/310mab.pdf respectively.

DAI must verify the source and nationality of goods and services and ensure (to the fullest extent possible) that DAI does not procure any goods or services from prohibited countries listed by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) as sanctioned countries. OFAC sanctioned countries may be searched within the System for Award Management (SAM) at www.SAM.gov. The current list of countries under comprehensive sanctions include: Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria. Goods may not transit through, be routed through, or be assembled in comprehensive sanctioned origin or nationality countries nor can the vendor be owned or controlled by a prohibited country. DAI is prohibited from facilitating any transaction by a third party if that transaction would be prohibited if performed by DAI. 
By submitting a proposal in response to this RFP, Offerors confirm that they are not violating the Source and Nationality requirements of the goods or services being offered and that the goods and services comply with the Geographic Code and the exclusions for prohibited countries outlined above.

8.3 Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS)

There is a mandatory requirement for your organization to provide a DUNS number to DAI. The Data Universal Numbering System is a system developed and regulated by Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) that assigns a unique numeric identifier, referred to as a "DUNS number" to a single business entity. Without a DUNS number, DAI cannot deem an Offeror “responsible” to conduct business with and therefore, DAI will not enter into a subcontract/purchase order or monetary agreement with any organization. The determination of a successful offeror/applicant resulting from this RFP/RFQ/RFA is contingent upon the winner providing a DUNS number to DAI. Offerors who fail to provide a DUNS number will not receive an award and DAI will select an alternate Offeror.

All U.S. and foreign organizations which receive first-tier subcontracts/ purchase orders with a value of $25,000 and above are required to obtain a DUNS number prior to signing of the agreement.  Organizations are exempt from this requirement if the gross income received from all sources in the previous tax year was under $300,000. DAI requires that Offerors sign the self-certification statement if the Offeror claims exemption for this reason.

For those required to obtain a DUNS number, please contact ACE-II Procurement to request instructions for obtaining a DUNS Number. 

9. Procurement Ethics 

Neither payment nor preference shall be made by either the Offeror, or by any DAI staff, in an attempt to affect the results of the award. DAI treats all reports of possible fraud/abuse very seriously. Acts of fraud or corruption will not be tolerated, and DAI employees and/or subcontractors/grantees/vendors who engage in such activities will face serious consequences. Any such practice constitutes an unethical, illegal, and corrupt practice and either the Offeror or the DAI staff may report violations to the Toll-Free Ethics and Compliance Anonymous Hotline at +1 855-603-6987, via the DAI website, or via email to FPI_hotline@dai.com. DAI ensures anonymity and an unbiased, serious review and treatment of the information provided. Such practice may result in the cancellation of the procurement and disqualification of the Offeror’s participation in this, and future, procurements. Violators will be reported to USAID, and as a result, may be reported to the U.S. Department of Justice to be included in a Restricted Parties list, preventing them from participating in future U.S. Government business. 

Offerors must provide full, accurate and complete information in response to this solicitation. The penalty for materially false responses is prescribed in Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code.
In addition, DAI takes the payment of USAID funds to pay Terrorists, or groups supporting Terrorists, or other parties in exchange for protection very seriously. Should the Terrorist, groups or other parties attempt to extort/demand payment from your organization you are asked to immediately report the incident to DAI’s Ethics and Compliance Anonymous Hotline at the contacts described in this clause. 
By submitting an offer, offerors certify that they have not/will not attempt to bribe or make any payments to DAI employees in return for preference, nor have any payments with Terrorists, or groups supporting Terrorists, been attempted. 

Attachment A: Scope of Work for Services
Field Data Collection for the ACE-II Impact Assessment

Scope of Work

Offerors may provide a proposal for either or both of Regional Areas contained in this RFP. 

· Offerors are NOT required to submit proposals for both regional areas.

· If an Offeror submits proposals for each regional area, the proposals for Regional Area 1 and Regional Area 2 will be evaluated separately.

· Offerors who submit proposals for both for Regional Area 1 and Regional Area 2 must submit separate proposals, following the procedures outlined in the RFP for each. 

Proposals should be submitted prior to the deadline given in the RFP above. Any late, incomplete, or unresponsive submissions may not be evaluated.
We anticipate that this work will start o/a March 18-25, 2018. 

About ACE-II:

The objective of the Agriculture Credit Enhancement II (ACE-II) Project is to expand access to credit for the agriculture sector in Afghanistan. ACE-II will facilitate the transition of the Agricultural Development Fund (ADF) lending unit, supported by the US Agency for International Development (USAID), into a standalone, sustainable agricultural development finance institution. It will also encourage the entry of other financial intermediaries into agricultural financial services provision in Afghanistan. ACE-II has the key responsibilities of providing technical advice and support to the ADF)in three fundamental areas: 

4. Integrating a larger number of financial institutions as intermediaries of ADF funds, 

5. Strengthening the governance structure of the ADF, while also assisting the institution in raising additional capital, and 

6. Enhancing the ADF’s ability to design and implement thorough impact research, interpret data, and share and document lessons learned.

Purpose of Activity:

The ACE-II project seeks to conduct an Impact Assessment. To do this, the project needs to sub-contract the quantitative field survey of farmer beneficiaries (approximately 260 farmers) and the qualitative data collection through a limited number of key informant interviews, focus group discussions, and case studies (44 of such activities in all) to a third-party subcontractor.

The work will be divided into two regional areas for the field work to be conducted in Balkh, Herat and other Northern Provinces (Region: West and North), and in Bamyan, Kandahar, Nangahar, and Kabul (Region: Central, South, and East). Qualified vendors should bid on the regional areas area separately. Vendors must explicitly state which regional area they are bidding on. DAI/ACE-II will only award vendors one region, so please make bids as competitive as possible. 

This Impact Assessment is designed to answer questions outlined in the ACE-II contract document on the impact of the project on project beneficiaries. Beneficiaries include agribusinesses that have been direct beneficiaries of ADF loans, farmers who have received loans from financial intermediaries that received loans from ADF, and financial institutions that have received grants from ACE-II for developing or ramping up lending products. Beneficiaries include women who have received loans from the financial intermediaries or who have gained employment on farms or in agribusinesses as a result of increased agricultural lending to farmers and agribusinesses.

Most of the beneficiaries of the ADF are indirect beneficiaries (for example, farmers or rural business clients of the direct ADF beneficiaries of loans). The existing ADF data for these indirect beneficiaries is quite limited because they borrow money from the ADF direct clients which are the micro-finance organisations, cooperatives, and agribusinesses.

This Impact Assessment will measure the impacts for beneficiaries in both quantitative and qualitative ways. The impact assessment will draw lesson learned from project implementation and describe stories that illustrate the projects successes and challenges. 

Although the project does collect data to measure its project indicators for reporting to USAID, these indicators by themselves are insufficient for measuring project impact, particularly for indirect beneficiaries (mainly farmers), and in themselves are not able to elicit lessons learned and success stories. Hence the need for this additional field data collection.

The questions to be answered by the Impact Assessment include:

	 
	Impact Area
	Description

	 
	Beneficiaries
	

	1
	Agriculture economic growth
	How much economic growth has the project created?

	2
	HH and enterprise incomes
	How have household and enterprise incomes (and costs) changed?

	 
	ADF Clients
	

	3
	How much increase in financing to agribusiness?
	How much additional financing has been provided to agribusinesses and farmers and what have been the default rates and losses on loans?

	4
	How successful in attracting other FIs into ag lending?
	How has the ADF managed to increase agricultural lending, including from new institutions. How have perceptions about agricultural lending changed?

	5
	How have those that received financing benefited?
	How have those who have received loans through the project benefited financially and economically, and how have they been able to grow their business and link to new markets? 

	6
	What modalities have been most successful for Financial Intermediaries?
	For direct ADF clients, what modes of lending have been most successful, what type of businesses have been better clients in terms of loan repayments, for beneficiaries of grants what have been the most successful approaches.

	7
	What modes have had greatest benefit to cost?
	For lending approaches, which have had the greatest benefit to costs?

	 
	Gender
	

	8
	Access to resources for women
	How has credit affected the lives of women with respect to access to resources, incomes, respect for women and social participation in households and communities?

	9
	Gender based violence
	

	10
	Women's rights realisation (HHs, Communities, Societies)
	

	11
	Project approaches
	What project approaches have been the most successful or had the greatest challenges?


All field work must be completed within 45 days of the initiation of the activity. Provinces to be covered are Bamyan, Balk, Herat, Kandahar, Kabul, and Nangahar.
ACE-II has created the field questionnaires. The quantitative survey instrument to be used for the farmer beneficiaries needs to be field tested and will translate it into Dari and Pashto.

Specific Tasks:

The following are the specific tasks to be completed by the two sub-contractors for each of the two lots.

· Review questionnaire to be used in the Quantitative survey (prepared by ACE-II), conduct field test of the questionnaire, provide results of field test to ACE-II and work with them to incorporate feedback (translation / technical issues) into the questionnaire
· Quantitative Survey of 130 farmer beneficiaries (across 3 agricultural enterprises, 1 MFI) – paper-based forms will likely be used for simplicity. (Refer annex)
· Qualitative Survey of beneficiaries (Refer annex)
· Key Informant Interviews (15)

· Focus Group Discussions with women (2)

· Case Studies of Agribusinesses / Financial Intermediaries
 (5)

· Train and mentor the staff to be used for the survey (supported by ACE-II National Coordinator). The staff will be recruited by the contractor or may be their existing staff.

· Encode the quantitative data
 and perform data quality assessment checking

· Write up notes from the KII, FGD, and Case Studies (to agreed format)

· Provide synthesis of qualitative data for provided impact assessment questions (in the form of a simple table matrix)

· Regular reporting (weekly) of progress to ACE-II through the ACE-II Activity Manager (Focal Point) will be required. Any significant delays or issues must be reported immediately on an ad hoc basis. 

ACE-II will supply the survey instruments to be used, although the vendor will review the survey instruments to be used to suggest any improvements. Any changes to the survey instruments must be agreed to and approved by ACE-II because both sub-contractors are required to use the same tools.

Anticipated Deliverables:

6. Brief weekly progress reports, beginning after signing of contract

7. Recruitment and training of enumerators

8. Field Implementation Plan (before the start of the field work)

9. Field testing of questionnaire

10. Submission of a final report: 

This report will include a description of the field activities carried out by the contractor, listing the location, number and type of beneficiaries that have been surveyed for the quantitative and qualitative data collection. Any challenges or limitations face will be described with any implication these may have for the quality of the data or for their relevance to answering the evaluation questions.

The final report will contain the following annexes:

· Clean dataset for the quantitative data as an electronic computer file in the format to be decided (otherwise in Microsoft Excel format)

· Detailed typed notes for every interview conducted with key informants, focus groups, and case studies

· A synthesis table listing key qualitative findings for the relevant evaluation questions in the format agreed with ACE-II

· Any other observation that may be pertinent and relevant to the study topic and impact assessment questions

Timeline:

From completion of the contract, the bidder should complete all work within 8 weeks.

Technical Supervisor:

ACE-II Chief of Party or delegation to the ACE-II Component III Lead/M&E Specialist. 

Proposed Allocation of Quantitative Field-work across Contractors
	Field Work
	Provinces
	Enterprises / Grantee
	Sample Size
	

	Contractor A: 

	Balk
	Sheep and Goats
	35
	

	
	
	Wheat
	35
	

	
	Herat
	Dried fruits
	35
	

	
	North
	FINCA (MFI)
	25
	130

	Contractor B: 

	Bamyan
	Potatoes
	35
	

	
	
	Legumes / Oil seeds
	35
	

	
	Kandahar
	Ag Inputs
	35
	

	
	Kabul
	OXUS (MFI)
	25
	130

	Total Farmers to be Sampled:
	260
	


For the Potatoes and the Sheep and Goat Enterprises, one third of the sampled farmers will be female farmers, or 12 female farmers for each of the two enterprises that have female beneficiaries.

Proposed Allocation of Qualitative Field-work across Contractors

	Key Informant Interviews
	Total

Number
	Contractor A
	Contractor B

	Farmer Organisations
	4
	2
	2

	Women's Leaders
	6
	3
	3

	Agribusinesses (Owners/Managers)
	10
	5
	5

	Agribusiness Women
	6
	3
	3

	Financial Institutions
	4
	2
	2

	
	30
	15
	15

	Focus Group Discussions
	
	
	

	Women's Groups
	4
	2
	2

	
	4
	2
	2

	
	
	
	

	Case Studies
	
	
	

	Agribusinesses
	6
	3
	3

	Financial Institutions
	4
	2
	2

	
	10
	5
	5

	Totals:
	44
	22
	22


Attachment B: Proposal Cover Letter
[On Firm’s Letterhead]


<Insert date> 
TO: 

Click here to enter text.
DAI Global LLC
We, the undersigned, provide the attached proposal in accordance with RFP-ACE-II-REQ-KAB-18-0015
Our attached proposal is for the total price of <Sum in Words (AFN 0.00 Sum in Figures) >. 

I certify a validity period of 90 days for the prices provided in the attached Price Schedule/Bill of Quantities. Our proposal shall be binding upon us subject to the modifications resulting from any discussions. We acknowledge and accept ACE-II payment terms upon delivery, and the submission and acceptance of an invoice.
We understand that DAI is not bound to accept any proposal it receives. 
Yours sincerely, 
Authorized Signature: 
Name and Title of Signatory: Click here to enter text.
Name of Firm: Click here to enter text.
Address: Click here to enter text.
Telephone: Click here to enter text.
Email: Click here to enter text.

DUNS#: 
Company Seal/Stamp:

Attachment C: Past Performance Form

Include projects that best illustrate your firm’s experience relevant to this RFP, sorted by decreasing order of completion date. 

Projects should have been undertaken in the past 5-7 years. More contemporary and germane performance will be given higher marks during evaluation. 
	#
	Project Title 
	Description of Activities
	Location

Province/
District
	Client 

Name/Tel No 
	Cost in US$


	Start-End

Dates


	Completed on schedule

 (Yes/No)
	Completion Letter Received?

(Yes/No)
	Type of Agreement, Subcontract, Grant, PO (fixed price, cost reimbursable)



	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Attachment D: Representations and Certifications of Compliance 

1. Federal Excluded Parties List - The Bidder Select is not presently debarred, suspended, or determined ineligible for an award of a contract by any Federal agency.

2. Executive Compensation Certification- FAR 52.204-10 requires DAI, as prime contractor of U.S. federal government contracts, to report compensation levels of the five most highly compensated subcontractor executives to the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act Sub-Award Report System (FSRS) 

3. Executive Order on Terrorism Financing- The Contractor is reminded that U.S. Executive Orders (including E.O 13224) and U.S. law prohibits transactions with, and the provision of resources and support to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism. FAR 25.701 prohibits agencies and their contractors from acquiring any supplies or services from individuals or organization, if any proclamation, Executive Order, Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) regulations, or statute administered by OFAC would prohibit such a transaction. Accordingly, the Contracting Officer must check the US Department of the Treasury’s OFAC List to ensure that the names of the Contractor and proposed subcontractors (and individuals from those organizations who have been made known to them), are not on the list. Mandatory FAR clause 52.225-13 Restrictions on Certain Foreign Purchases is included by reference in Section I.1 of this contract. By accepting this contract, the Contractor acknowledges and agrees that it is aware of the list as part of its compliance with the requirements of that clause. This clause must be included in all subcontracts/sub-awards issued under this contract. It is the legal responsibility of the Contractor/Recipient to ensure compliance with these Executive Orders and laws. Recipients may not engage with, or provide resources or support to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism. No support or resources may be provided to individuals or entities that appear on the Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked persons List maintained by the US Treasury (online at www.SAM.gov) or the United Nations Security Designation List (online at: http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1267/aq_sanctions_list.shtml). This provision must be included in all subcontracts/sub awards issued under this Contract.
4. Subcontracting Requirements (January 2012) – (a) Applicability: This section limits the number of tiers of sub-contracts to one tiers below the Vendor. The Vendor must not allow lower-tier subcontracts without the express written approval of DAI. Should exceptional circumstances warrant subcontracting below one tier, the Vendor shall promptly request approval in writing from DAI. The Vendor shall include this clause in all subcontracts, and shall require subcontractors to include this clause in all lower-tier subcontracts. The Vendor shall be responsible for compliance with this clause by all subcontracts and lower-tier subcontractors.
5. Combating Trafficking of Persons (Feb 2009) – The Contractor may not traffic in persons (as defined in the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking of persons, especially Women and Children, supplementing the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime), procure commercial sex, and use forced labor during the period of this award.

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause—

“Coercion” means—(1) Threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; (2) Any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; or (3) The abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process.

“Commercial sex act” means any sex act on account of which anything of value is given to or received by any person. “Debt bondage” means the status or condition of a debtor arising from a pledge by the debtor of his or her personal services or of those of a person under his or her control as a security for debt, if the value of those services as reasonably assessed is not applied toward the liquidation of the debt or the length and nature of those services are not respectively limited and defined.

“Employee” means an employee of the Contractor directly engaged in the performance of work under the contract who has other than a minimal impact or involvement in contract performance.

 “Forced Labor” means knowingly providing or obtaining the labor or services of a person—(1) By threats of serious harm to, or physical restraint against, that person or another person; (2) By means of any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause the person to believe that, if the person did not perform such labor or services, that person or another person would suffer serious harm or physical restraint; or (3) By means of the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the legal process.

“Involuntary servitude” includes a condition of servitude induced by means of— (1) Any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that, if the person did not enter into or continue in such conditions, that person or another person would suffer serious harm or physical restraint; or (2) The abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process. 

“Severe forms of trafficking in persons” means— (1) Sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or (2) The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

 “Sex trafficking” means the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act.

(b) Policy. The United States Government has adopted a zero tolerance policy regarding trafficking in persons. Contractors and contractor employees shall not— (1) Engage in severe forms of trafficking in persons during the period of performance of the contract; (2) Procure commercial sex acts during the period of performance of the contract; or (3) Use forced labor in the performance of the contract.

(c) Contractor requirements. The Contractor shall—

(1) Notify its employees of—

(i) The United States Government’s zero tolerance policy described in paragraph (b) of this clause; and

(ii) The actions that will be taken against employees for violations of this policy. Such actions may include, but are not limited to, removal from the contract, reduction in benefits, or termination of employment; and

(2) Take appropriate action, up to and including termination, against employees or subcontractors that violate the policy in paragraph (b) of this clause.

(d) Notification. The Contractor shall inform the Contracting Officer immediately of—

(1) Any information it receives from any source (including host country law enforcement) that alleges a Contractor employee, subcontractor, or subcontractor employee has engaged in conduct that violates this policy; and (2) Any actions taken against Contractor employees, subcontractors, or subcontractor employees pursuant to this clause.

(e) Remedies. In addition to other remedies available to the Government, the Contractor’s failure to comply with the requirements of paragraphs (c), (d), or (f) of this clause may result in—

(1) Requiring the Contractor to remove a Contractor employee or employees from the performance of the contract; (2) Requiring the Contractor to terminate a subcontract; (3) Suspension of contract payments; (4) Loss of award fee, consistent with the award fee plan, for the performance period in which the Government determined Contractor non-compliance; (5) Termination of the contract for default or cause, in accordance with the termination clause of this contract; or (6) Suspension or debarment.

(f) Subcontracts. The Contractor shall include the substance of this clause, including this paragraph (f), in all subcontracts.

(g) Mitigating Factor. The Contracting Officer may consider whether the Contractor had a Trafficking in Persons awareness program at the time of the violation as a mitigating factor when determining remedies. Additional information about Trafficking in Persons and examples of awareness programs can be found at the website for the Department of State’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons at http://www.state.gov/g/tip.

6. Certification and Disclosure Regarding Payment to Influence Certain Federal Transactions – The Bidder certifies that it currently is and will remain in compliance with FAR 52.203-11, Certification and Disclosure Regarding Payment to Influence Certain Federal Transactions.

7. Organizational Conflict of Interest – The Bidder certifies that will comply FAR Part 9.5, Organizational Conflict of Interest. The Bidder certifies that is not aware of any information bearing on the existence of any potential organizational conflict of interest. The Bidder further certifies that if the Bidder becomes aware of information bearing on whether a potential conflict may exist, that Bidder shall immediately provide DAII with a disclosure statement describing this information.

8. Reserved.
9. Prohibition of Segregated Facilities - The Bidder certifies that it is compliant with FAR 52.222-21, Prohibition of Segregated Facilities.

10. Equal Opportunity – The Bidder certifies that it does not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of age, sex, religion, handicap, race, creed, color or national origin.

11. Labor Laws – The Bidder certifies that it is in compliance with all labor laws..

12. Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) – The Bidder certifies that it is familiar with the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) and is in not in violation of any certifications required in the applicable clauses of the FAR, including but not limited to certifications regarding lobbying, kickbacks, equal employment opportunity, affirmation action, and payments to influence Federal transactions.

13. Employee Compliance – The Bidder warrants that it will require all employees, entities and individuals providing services in connection with the performance of an DAI Purchase Order to comply with the provisions of the resulting Purchase Order and with all Federal, State, and local laws and regulations in connection with the work associated therein.

14. National Security Screening (Non-US Party Vetting) - The Purchase Order was awarded after following the procedures in the Implementing Partner Notice No. OAA-IP-2011-004 and subsequent Notices related to this matter which incorporated Mission Order No. 201.04 entitled, “National Security Screening (Non-US Party Vetting). Copies of the Implementing Partner Notice(s) and the Mission Order can be obtained from the DAI's Representative named herein. For awards that meet the Vetting threshold, USAID had issued an Eligibility Notice to DAI for the vendor prior awarding the Purchase Order. This Eligibility Notice is valid for 12 months.  If the Purchase Order's Performance Period exceeds 12 months, the Vendor shall provide an updated information used in filing the Partner Information Form (PIF) to start a new vetting process to acquire a new Eligibility Notice for the Vendor. Also, during the course of the 12 months, if the information provided by the vendor has changed, the Vendor shall notify DAI at once to update the Eligibility Notice issued for the Vendor.

15. Certification Regarding Provision of Support to Persons Engaged in Terrorism – 

(a)
By receiving this Purchase Order, the Vendor certifies, to the best of its knowledge and belief that:

(1)
The Vendor, to the best of its current knowledge, did not provide, within the previous ten years, and will take all reasonable steps to ensure that it does not and will not knowingly provide, material support or resources to any individual or entity that commits, attempts to commit, advocates, facilitates, or participates in terrorism acts, or has committed, attempted to commit, facilitated, or participated in terrorist acts, as that term is defined in paragraph 3.

(2)
The following steps may enable the Vendor to comply with its obligations under paragraph (1):

a.
Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Vendor will verify that the individual or entity does not (i) appear on the master list of Specially Designated nationals and Blocked Persons, which list is maintained by the U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) and is available online at OFAC’s website: http://www.treas.gov/offices/eotffc/ofac/sdn/t11sdn.pdf, or (ii) is not included in any supplementary information concerning prohibited individuals or entities that may be provided by USAID to DAI.

b.
Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Vendor also will verify that the individual or entity has not been designated by the United Nations Security (UNSC) sanctions committee established under UNSC Resolution 1267 (1999) (the “1267 Committee”) [individuals and entities linked to the Taliban, Osama bin Laden, or the Al Qaidia Organization].  To determine whether there has been a published designation of an individual or entity by the 1267 Committee, the Subcontractor should refer to the consolidated list available online at the Committee’s website: http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/committees/1267/1267ListEng.htm.

c.
Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Vendor will consider all information about that individual or entity of which it is aware and all public information that is reasonably available to it or of which it should be aware.

d.
The Vendor also will implement reasonable monitoring and oversight procedures to safeguard against assistance being diverted to support terrorist activity.

(3)
For the purpose of this Certification.

a.
“Material support and resources” means currency or monetary instruments or financial securities, financial services, lodging, training, expert advice or assistance, safehouses, false documentation or identification, communications equipment, facilities, weapons, lethal substances, explosives, personnel, transportation, and other physical assets, except medicine or religious materials.

b.
“Terrorist act” means –

(i)
an act prohibited pursuant to one of the 12 United nations Conventions and Protocols related to terrorism (see UN terrorism conventions Internet site: http://untreaty.un.org/English /Terrorism.asp); or 

(ii)
an act of premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by sub-national groups or clandestine agents; or 

(iii)
any other person not taking an active part in hostilities in situations of armed conflict, when the purpose of such act, by its nature or context, is to intimidate a population, or to compel a government or an international organization to do or to abstain from doing any act.

c.
“Entity” means a partnership, association, corporation, or other organization, group or subgroups.

d.
Reference in this Certification to the provision of material support and resources shall not be deemed to include the furnishing of USAID funds or USAID-financed commodities to the unlimited beneficiaries of USAID assistance, such as recipients of food, medical care, micro-enterprise loans, shelter, etc., unless the Vendor has reason to believe that one or more of these beneficiaries commits, attempts to commit, advocates, facilitates, or participates in terrorist acts, or has committed, attempted to commit, facilitated or participated in terrorist acts.

(b)
By accepting or start performing this Purchase Order, the Vendor acknowledges that it has a continuing obligation and shall notify DAI within 72 hours in writing if it has intentionally or unintentionally taken any actions that have the result and effect of being inconsistent with the certification in subsection (a).

(c)
The certification in paragraph (a) of this clause and the requirement to update DAI as to a change in status as set forth in paragraph (b) are representations upon which reliance was placed when making the award. If it is later determined that the Vendor knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, or did not notify DAI in writing of a change in such certification, in addition to other remedies available to the U.S. Government and DAI, DAI may terminate this subaward for default. DAI may also cease payments due to the Vendor even if goods and services have been provided.

16. Restrictions on Certain Foreign Purchases (June 2008) – 

(a) Except as authorized by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) in the Department of the Treasury, the Contractor shall not acquire, for use in the performance of this contract, any supplies or services if any proclamation. Executive order, or statute administered by OFAC, or if OFACs implementing regulations at 31 CFR Chapter V, would prohibit such a transaction by a person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

(b) Except as authorized by OFAC, most transactions involving Cuba, Iran, and Sudan are prohibited, as are most imports from Burma or North Korea, into the United States or its outlying areas. Lists of entities and individuals subject to economic sanctions are included in OFAC's List of Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons at http:// www.treas.gov/offices/enforcement/ofac/sdn. More information about these restrictions, as well as updates, is available in the OFAC's regulations at 31 CFR Chapter V and/or on OFAC's website at http:// www.treas.gov/offices/enforcement/ofac.

(c) The Contractor shall insert this clause, including this paragraph (c), in all sub-contracts.

(d) Before awarding any grant or similar instrument, the Contractor/Recipient shall obtain from the proposed sub-awardee the certification required under USAID's Acquisition and Assistance Policy Determination 04-14 (AAPD 04-14), "Certification Regarding Terrorist Financing Implementation E.O. 13224 (Revision 2). 
By submitting a proposal, offerors agree to fully comply with the terms and conditions above and all applicable U.S. federal government clauses included herein, and will be asked to sign these Representations and Certifications upon award.

ACE-II SPECIAL CLAUSES

17.  Authorized Geographic Code 

The authorized geographic code for the procurement of goods and service is 937 as specified in the 22 CFR 228. Code 937 is the United States, the recipient country, and developing countries other than advanced developing countries, but excluding any country that is a prohibited source. For details related to the rules of Source/Nationality and Geographic Codes refer to http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1876/310.pdf. A hardcopy may be provided by DAI upon request.

18. Insurance
 The Vendor agrees that if DAI should legally incur any reasonable cost whatsoever resulting from the lack of the insurance aforementioned in Article 16, on the part of the Vendor while engaged in work, the Vendor will, to the extent permitted by applicable law, indemnify, and hold harmless DAI and the Client Organization from any such costs which they may legally be required to pay.

19. Government Withholding Tax

Pursuant to Article 72 in the Afghanistan Tax Law effective March 21, 2009, DAI is required to withhold "contractor" taxes from the gross amounts payable to all Afghan for-profit subcontractors/vendors with aggregate amounts of $1,000.00 US Dollars or greater and transfer this to the Ministry of Finance. In accordance with this requirement, DAI shall withhold two percent (2%) tax from all gross invoices to Afghan subcontractors/vendors under this Agreement with active AISA or Ministry of Commerce license. For subcontractors/vendors without active AISA or Ministry of Commerce license, DAI shall withhold seven percent (7%) "contractor" taxes per current Afghanistan Tax Law.

Before the signing of this Agreement, the subcontractor/vendor will provide a copy of the organization's AISA or Ministry of Commerce license and TIN (Tax Identification Number).  Amounts deducted from the invoices will be forwarded to the Ministry of Finance (MOF) Tax Division credited to the firm's TIN. Records of payments to the MOF shall be maintained on file with DAI.

20. Executive Order on Terrorism Financing

The Contractor is reminded that U.S. Executive Orders (including E.O. 13224) and U.S. law prohibit transactions with, and the provision of resources and support to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism. FAR 25.701 prohibits agencies and their contractors and subcontractors from acquiring any supplies or services from individuals or organizations, if any proclamation, Executive Order, Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) regulations, or statute administered by OFAC would prohibit such a transaction. Accordingly, the Contracting Officer must check the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s OFAC List to ensure that the names of the Contractor and proposed subcontractors (and individuals from those organizations who have been made known to them), are not on the list. Mandatory FAR clause 52.225-13 Restrictions on Certain Foreign Purchases is included by reference in Section I.1 of this contract.

By accepting the contract, the Contractor acknowledges and agrees that it is aware of the list as part of its compliance with the requirements of that clause. This clause must be included in all subcontracts/sub-awards issued under the contract.

21. Subcontracting Requirements (JAN 2012)

(a) Applicability: This section limits the number of tiers of sub-contracts to one tiers below the Vendor. The Vendor must not allow lower-tier subcontracts without the express written approval DAI. Should exceptional circumstances warrant subcontracting below one tier, the Vendor shall promptly request approval in writing from DAI. The Vendor shall include this clause in all subcontracts, and shall require subcontractors to include this clause in all lower-tier subcontracts. The Vendor shall be responsible for compliance with this clause by all subcontractors and lower-tier subcontractors.

22. Combating Trafficking in Persons (FEB 2009)

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause—

“Coercion” means—

(1) Threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; (2) Any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; or (3) The abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process.

“Commercial sex act” means any sex act on account of which anything of value is given to or received by any person. “Debt bondage” means the status or condition of a debtor arising from a pledge by the debtor of his or her personal services or of those of a person under his or her control as a security for debt, if the value of those services as reasonably assessed is not applied toward the liquidation of the debt or the length and nature of those services are not respectively limited and defined.

“Employee” means an employee of the Contractor directly engaged in the performance of work under the contract who has other than a minimal impact or involvement in contract performance.

“Forced Labor” means knowingly providing or obtaining the labor or services of a person—

(1) By threats of serious harm to, or physical restraint against, that person or another person; (2) By means of any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause the person to believe that, if the person did not perform such labor or services, that person or another person would suffer serious harm or physical restraint; or (3) By means of the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the legal process.

“Involuntary servitude” includes a condition of servitude induced by means of—

(1) Any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that, if the person did not enter into or continue in such conditions, that person or another person would suffer serious harm or physical restraint; or (2) The abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process. “Severe forms of trafficking in persons” means—

(1) Sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or (2) The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

“Sex trafficking” means the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act.

(b) Policy. The United States Government has adopted a zero tolerance policy regarding trafficking in persons. Contractors and contractor employees shall not—

(1) Engage in severe forms of trafficking in persons during the period of performance of the contract; (2) Procure commercial sex acts during the period of performance of the contract; or (3) Use forced labor in the performance of the contract.

(c) Contractor requirements. The Contractor shall—

(1) Notify its employees of—

(i) The United States Government’s zero tolerance policy described in paragraph (b) of this clause; and

(ii) The actions that will be taken against employees for violations of this policy. Such actions may include, but are not limited to, removal from the contract, reduction in benefits, or termination of employment; and

(2) Take appropriate action, up to and including termination, against employees or subcontractors that violate the policy in paragraph (b) of this clause.

(d) Notification. The Contractor shall inform the Contracting Officer immediately of—

(1) Any information it receives from any source (including host country law enforcement) that alleges a Contractor employee, subcontractor, or subcontractor employee has engaged in conduct that violates this policy; and (2) Any actions taken against Contractor employees, subcontractors, or subcontractor employees pursuant to this clause.

(e) Remedies. In addition to other remedies available to the Government, the Contractor’s failure to comply with the requirements of paragraphs (c), (d), or (f) of this clause may result in—

(1) Requiring the Contractor to remove a Contractor employee or employees from the performance of the contract; (2) Requiring the Contractor to terminate a subcontract; (3) Suspension of contract payments; (4) Loss of award fee, consistent with the award fee plan, for the performance period in which the Government determined Contractor non-compliance; (5) Termination of the contract for default or cause, in accordance with the termination clause of this contract; or (6) Suspension or debarment.

(f) Subcontracts. The Contractor shall include the substance of this clause, including this paragraph (f), in all subcontracts.

(g) Mitigating Factor. The Contracting Officer may consider whether the Contractor had a Trafficking in Persons awareness program at the time of the violation as a mitigating factor when determining remedies. Additional information about Trafficking in Persons and examples of awareness programs can be found at the website for the Department of State’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons at http://www.state.gov/g/tip.

23. National Security Screening (Non-US Party Vetting):

The Purchase Order was awarded after following the procedures in the Implementing Partner Notice No. OAA-IP-2011-004 and subsequent Notices related to this matter which incorporated Mission Order No. 201.04 entitled, “National Security Screening (Non-US Party Vetting). Copies of the Implementing Partner Notice(s) and the Mission Order can be obtained from the DAI's Representative named herein. For awards that meet the Vetting threshold, USAID had issued an Eligibility Notice to DAI for the vendor prior awarding the Purchase Order. This Eligibility Notice is valid for 12 months.  If the Purchase Order's Performance Period exceeds 12 months, the Vendor shall provide an updated information used in filing the Partner Information Form (PIF) to start a new vetting process to acquire a new Eligibility Notice for the Vendor. Also, during the course of the 12 months, if the information provided by the vendor has changed, the Vendor shall notify DAI at once to update the Eligibility Notice issued for the Vendor. 

24. Certification Regarding Provision of Support to Persons Engaged in Terrorism:

(a)By receiving this Purchase Order, the Vendor certifies, to the best of its knowledge and belief that:

(1)The Vendor, to the best of its current knowledge, did not provide, within the previous ten years, and will take all reasonable steps to ensure that it does not and will not knowingly provide, material support or resources to any individual or entity that commits, attempts to commit, advocates, facilitates, or participates in terrorism acts, or has committed, attempted to commit, facilitated, or participated in terrorist acts, as that term is defined in paragraph 3.

(2)The following steps may enable the Vendor to comply with its obligations under paragraph (1):

a. Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Vendor will verify that the individual or entity does not (i) appear on the master list of Specially Designated nationals and Blocked Persons, which list is maintained by the U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) and is available online at OFAC’s website: http://www.treas.gov/offices/eotffc/ofac/sdn/t11sdn.pdf, or (ii) is not included in any supplementary information concerning prohibited individuals or entities that may be provided by USAID to DAI.

b. Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Vendor also will verify that the individual or entity has not been designated by the United Nations Security (UNSC) sanctions committee established under UNSC Resolution 1267 (1999) (the “1267 Committee”) [individuals and entities linked to the Taliban, Osama bin Laden, or the Al Qaidia Organization].  To determine whether there has been a published designation of an individual or entity by the 1267 Committee, the Subcontractor should refer to the consolidated list available online at the Committee’s website: http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/committees/1267/1267ListEng.htm.

c. Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Vendor will consider all information about that individual or entity of which it is aware and all public information that is reasonably available to it or of which it should be aware.

d. The Vendor also will implement reasonable monitoring and oversight procedures to safeguard against assistance being diverted to support terrorist activity.

(3) For the purpose of this Certification.

a. “Material support and resources” means currency or monetary instruments or financial securities, financial services, lodging, training, expert advice or assistance, safehouses, false documentation or identification, communications equipment, facilities, weapons, lethal substances, explosives, personnel, transportation, and other physical assets, except medicine or religious materials.

b. “Terrorist act” means –

(i) an act prohibited pursuant to one of the 12 United nations Conventions and Protocols related to terrorism (see UN terrorism conventions Internet site: http://untreaty.un.org/English /Terrorism.asp); or 

(ii) an act of premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by sub-national groups or clandestine agents; or 

(iii) any other person not taking an active part in hostilities in situations of armed conflict, when the purpose of such act, by its nature or context, is to intimidate a population, or to compel a government or an international organization to do or to abstain from doing any act.

c. “Entity” means a partnership, association, corporation, or other organization, group or subgroups.

d. Reference in this Certification to the provision of material support and resources shall not be deemed to include the furnishing of USAID funds or USAID-financed commodities to the unlimited beneficiaries of USAID assistance, such as recipients of food, medical care, micro-enterprise loans, shelter, etc., unless the Vendor has reason to believe that one or more of these beneficiaries commits, attempts to commit, advocates, facilitates, or participates in terrorist acts, or has committed, attempted to commit, facilitated or participated in terrorist acts.

(b) By accepting or start performing this Purchase Order, the Vendor acknowledges that it has a continuing obligation and shall notify DAI within 72 hours in writing if it has intentionally or unintentionally taken any actions that have the result and effect of being inconsistent with the certification in subsection (a).

(c) The certification in paragraph (a) of this clause and the requirement to update DAI as to a change in status as set forth in paragraph (b) are representations upon which reliance was placed when making the award. If it is later determined that the Vendor knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, or did not notify DAI in writing of a change in such certification, in addition to other remedies available to the U.S. Government and DAI, DAI may terminate this subaward for default. DAI may also cease payments due to the Vendor even if goods and services have been provided.
25. Restrictions on Certain Foreign Purchases (JUNE 2008)


(a) Except as authorized by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) in the Department of the Treasury, the Contractor shall not acquire, for use in the performance of this contract, any supplies or services if any proclamation. Executive order, or statute administered by OFAC, or if OFACs implementing regulations at 31 CFR Chapter V, would prohibit such a transaction by a person subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

(b) Except as authorized by OFAC, most transactions involving Cuba, Iran, and Sudan are prohibited, as are most imports from Burma or North Korea, into the United States or its outlying areas. Lists of entities and individuals subject to economic sanctions are included in OFAC's List of Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons at http:// www.treas.gov/offices/enforcement/ofac/sdn. More information about these restrictions, as well as updates, is available in the OFAC's regulations at 31 CFR Chapter V and/or on OFAC's website at http:// www.treas.gov/offices/enforcement/ofac.

(c) The Contractor shall insert this clause, including this paragraph (c), in all sub-contracts.

(d) Before awarding any grant or similar instrument, the Contractor/Recipient shall obtain from the proposed sub-awardee the certification required under USAID's Acquisition and Assistance Policy Determination 04-14 (AAPD 04-14), "Certification Regarding Terrorist Financing Implementation E.O. 13224 (Revision 2)
Attachment E: Proposal Checklist

Offeror: __________________________________________________________________________

Have you? 


Submitted your electronic proposal to DAI to ACEII-Procurement@dai.com
as specified in the RFP instructions?
Does your proposal include the following? 


Signed Cover Letter (use template in Attachment B) which includes the DUNS number

Separate Technical and Cost proposals submitted in 2 separate electronic documents.

Response to each of the evaluation criteria

Technical Approach – Does your proposal describe how your firm plans to complete the scope of work for the GIS Mapping and/or Field Survey Services

Work Plan/Time Line – Did you include a work plan/time line that clearly defines how the firm plans to implement the media campaign within the required time frame of 3 months? Are the specific positions/personnel and estimated level of effort (LOE) included?


Staffing Plan which outlines proposed staff for implementation of the GIS Mapping and/or Field Survey Services and with brief SOW for each key position?


CVs for proposed personnel (key positions) included as an appendix to the Technical Proposal?

 
Completed Past Performance Chart (Attachment F) with a list of previous media campaigns of similar scope implemented in Afghanistan over the last 3 years?

Copies of the cover page of three (3) previous awards for media campaigns with similar scope? 

Three (3) past performance references letters for design and implementation of similar media campaigns?


Description of the Offeror’s corporate capabilities which outlines management capacity and experience to design and implement the media campaign?


Copy of current AISA license
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WARNING: Prospective Offerors who have received this document from a source other than the ACE-II project should immediately contact ACE-II and provide their name and mailing address in order that amendments to the RFP or other communications can be sent directly to them. Any prospective Offeror who fails to register their interest assumes complete responsibility in the event that they do not receive communications prior to the closing date. Any amendments to this solicitation will be issued to offerors via email.











� Financial Intermediaries can include agricultural cooperatives, associations, and agribusinesses that on-lend to farmers.


� ACE-II will develop the data entry template for encoding the farmers’ quantitative data.


� Financial Intermediaries can include agricultural cooperatives, associations, and agribusinesses that on-lend to farmers.


� ACE-II will develop the data entry template for encoding the farmers’ quantitative data.
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